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How do you decide what type of lobbyist you are for reporting purposes?  

Lobbyists must report to the Board about the money that they spend on lobbying. A lobbyist must either 

file a separate report for each principal that employs the lobbyist or delegate the reporting responsibility 

for a principal to another lobbyist who represents the same principal.  When registering as a lobbyist for a 

principal, one of the following three options must be selected for reporting lobbying expenses:  

• Self-reporting lobbyist - A self-reporting lobbyist is a lobbyist who reports their lobbying activity 

directly to the Board.

• Authorizing lobbyist - An authorizing lobbyist is a lobbyist who gives permission to another 
lobbyist who works for the same principal to report the authorizing lobbyist’s activity for that 
common principal.

• Reporting lobbyist - A reporting lobbyist is a lobbyist who reports their own lobbying activity for a 

principal and who also has been given permission to report lobbying activity for one or more 

other lobbyists who work for the same principal.

A principal that employs multiple lobbyists can dramatically reduce the paperwork required for reporting 

by using a reporting lobbyist. Every authorizing lobbyist, however, still must keep complete records of 

their lobbying activity and must provide this information to the reporting lobbyist at least five days before 

the reporting deadline.  

What is a designated lobbyist?  

Each principal that hires a lobbyist must choose one, and only one, lobbyist to report the gifts made by 
the association and any original sources of funding received by the principal for lobbying. This lobbyist is 

called the designated lobbyist. The designated lobbyist also reports the names of the principal’s officers 

and directors to the Board.  
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